
 

 

       

                Welcome 

 

 

Here at ACT YOUTH THEATRE, we focus on creativity, the willingness to learn, and developing the experience and 
skills of our young students within a positive, safe and comfortable environment.    

We are a husband and wife team (Pauley and Jennifer Heron) and we share a great passion for theatre, with over 10 
years professional experience in performing arts, drama and music.  

We believe that children should be at the heart of the community and encourage our young performers to take part 
in any local event they may be interested in, as well as performing in our own ACT productions. 

We provide a service that develops young minds, their creativity, 
independence, confidence and above all, celebrates the vibrancy of 
their ideas and abilities.  We work with schools, the local community 
and other creative groups to provide a network of opportunities for 
our students, delivered by an experienced and talented team of 
enthusiastic professionals.  

Our weekly classes focus on the three main parts of theatre - singing, 
acting and dance. Using fun games and stimulating exercises to 
develop technique, style, and method, the children learn without even 
realising it, and we find many of them develop their confidence and 
skills very quickly – it isn’t a long journey from shy and quiet child, to 
confident and passionate performer! 

We welcome everyone, regardless of skill level or experience, and we 
also understand the effects of the current economic climate - therefore 
we work with families in order to provide a service that is as affordable 
to you as it is fun, challenging and engaging for your child. 

Please visit our website at www.acttheatre.co.uk  for more information, or give us a call on 07582022047 to discuss 
how we can help your child discover their potential, make new friends and Awaken their Creative Talent! 

Pauley & Jen. 

 



 

 

About ACT 

 

Classes 

At ACT we tailor our classes to each individual’s needs, creating a supportive environment in which our students can 
feel comfortable and confident to explore their creative potential.  

We begin our classes with a group warm up involving students of all ages, encouraging the group to work together. 
The group is then split into age-groups to participate in their Acting, Singing and Dance lessons. We then join back 
together for a group cool down or show back. Where possible we always encourage our students to work together, 
supporting and helping each other. 

Acting: Using drama games and technique exercises we aim to develop self-confidence and performance skills. We 
encourage individual expression and focus on developing the use of each students own thoughts and feelings in their 
work. A variety of script work, improvisation and character building games are an integral part of this class, also 
looking at accent work and audition preparation. 

Singing:  Through a range of exercises students will develop a variety of vocal skills including breathing, projection, 
vocal position and diction. Students will be introduced to a wide range of musical styles and shall have the 
opportunity to perform solo as well as with the rest of the company. 

Dance: From contemporary to musical theatre, our dance lessons will cover a diverse range of dance styles. Students 
will learn how to use and shape their bodies, as well as strengthen posture and improve coordination. 

Performances 

It is important that our students have the opportunity to perform in front of a live audience. 

Each year we stage a full scale musical theatre production. These spectacular performances are an opportunity for 
our students to experience performing in a traditional theatre, gaining knowledge and understanding of how a show 
is put together.  

These productions also open up technical theatre opportunities for any of our students who may wish to get 
involved back stage to have a go!  

What to Wear… 

At rehearsals students should wear comfortable clothing that they can move in, we suggest jogging bottoms and a t-
shirt. Black jazz shoes are required for both rehearsals and performances. Our ACT t-shirts and hoodies are available 
to buy and are reasonably priced at £8 (T-shirts) and £20 (Hoodies). ACT t-shirts are required for all showcases, 
presentations and concerts. 

 

 
 



 

 

   The ACT Team 
 
Jennifer 

Singing Teacher/Dance Teacher/Co-director 
 

Jennifer has been passionate about performing from a young age, as a child she 

studied ballet, tap, modern and contemporary dance as well as attending an amateur 

dramatics group. 

She gained grade 8 in singing at the age of 18 and graduated from Cumbria Institute of 

the Arts with a BA (Hons) Performing Arts degree in 2006. Jennifer also holds a 

Diploma in Screen Acting from The International School of Screen Acting, London. 

Jennifer has been teaching drama, dance, music and singing for nine years, in which 

time she has worked on several productions as both, Music Director and 

Choreographer. 

As well as our ACT classes Jennifer also teaches one-to-one singing lessons and offers private drama coaching in 

order to prepare students for auditions and exams. 

Students have been successful in both I.D.T.A. Musical Theatre and L.C.M. Singing exams with a 100% pass rate. 

She has also coached monologues for successful National Youth Theatre students. 

As a performer she has appeared in lots of dance, drama, short film and musical theatre productions and she 

continues to perform whenever she gets the chance! 
 
Pauley  
 Acting Tutor/Co-director 
 
 Pauley has been directing and performing since he was 12 years old. He 

 graduated with a BA (Hons) in Performing Arts from Cumbria Institute of the Arts  in 

 2005, and he began teaching drama in 2011. Since then he has directed  several 

 plays and musical theatre productions.   

 Pauley's students have been successful in I.D.T.A Musical Theatre 

 examinations and have been successfully accepted into the National Youth 

 Theatre. 

 Pauley also works backstage on all ACT productions. He has stage managed 

 many productions and is always keen to encourage students to get involved in   

technical side of theatre as well as being a performer. 
 



 

 

Michael Spencer  – Drama Teacher 
 

Michael was ensnared by a love of performing at the tender age of eleven when he was 
unceremoniously painted green and shoved on stage as the genie for a Christmas 
pantomime. What wasn’t known at the time was that the green body paint was rather 
stronger than expected, and didn’t fully wash out until well into in the new year. While the 
vague green tinge may have finally faded by the following February,  the love of the stage 
had stuck firm. 
 
Since then, Michael has appeared in over fifty productions including plays, musicals and 
pantomimes, gathering a wealth of experience in stagecraft and performance. Though to 
this day he can usually be identified as the person on stage sporting the silliest hair and 
most ambitious accent. 
 
Michael has written professionally for the stage and radio as well as creating and 

performing in original touring murder mystery events. Writing credits include: Behind the Times, Self’Ish, Unholy 
Congregation, Feast of Stephen, and an adaptation of The Wind in the Willows for the stage and Final Midnight and 
Traditional Heresy for radio. 
 
 

 
 
Lynn Pinkerton – Dance Teacher 
 
Lynn has also been involved in theatre from a very young age, appearing in many 
regional pantomimes, musicals and ballet performances while making her way through 
the RAD and ISTD syllabuses as an eager student of dance.  
Lynn qualified as a Teacher of Dance from the Royal Academy of Dance in 1997, and 
from the Imperial Society of Teachers of Dance in 1998. She ran her own school in 
Ayrshire from 1998-2001 and put a significant number of young dancers successfully 
through their exams. While running her own school, Lynn also taught for other schools 
throughout Scotland as well as providing private tuition for cabaret acts and ice 
dancers – which was fun!   
 
Some of Lynn’s best times have been choreographing for young people in stage shows 
during her work for the Ayr Players. Seeing young people overcome inhibitions, grow in  
confidence, and be able to express themselves is what it’s all about! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

   Term Dates and Fees 2018/19 
 
 
Penrith 
Wednesday, 5pm-8pm 
North Lakes School, Penrith. 

 1st Half Term Half Term Holiday (No 
Class) 

2nd Half Term 

Autumn/Winter 12th Sept-17th Oct 
 6 weeks = £99 

24th Oct 31st Oct-12th Dec 
 7 weeks = £115.50 

Spring 9th Jan- 13th Feb 
6 weeks = £99 

20th February 27th Feb- 27th Mar 
5 weeks = £82.50 

Summer 17th Apr-22nd May 
6 weeks = £99 

29th May 5th June-10th July 
6 weeks = £99 

 

Carlisle 
Saturday, 10am-1pm  
Currock House Community Centre, Carlisle.  

 1st Half Term Half Term Holiday (No 
Class) 

2nd Half Term 

Autumn/Winter 15th Sept-20th Oct 
6 weeks = £99 

27th Oct 3rd Nov-15th Dec 
7 weeks = £115.50 

Spring 12th Jan-16th Feb 
6 weeks = £99 

23rd February 2nd Mar-30th Mar 
5 weeks = £82.50 

Summer 20th Apr-25th May 
6 weeks = £99 

1st June 8th June-13th July 
6 weeks = £99 

 
Fees are based on £5.50 an hour and are payable by the 3rd week of each half term by cash or bank transfer to:  
 
Bank:                   HSBC 
Account Name:  ACT Theatre 
Sort Code:           40-16-22 
Account no:         52383047 
 
(An admin fee of £2 will be added to all cheque and cash payments to cover our admin costs). 
 
There is a 20% sibling discount for families with two or more children at the school. 
(Excludes Summer School and show fees) 
 
Should your child wish to take part in our annual stage production there is a show fee to help cover the cost of costume/venue 
hire, performance rights etc.  
 
All tuition fees must be paid in full by the third week of the half term. Regrettably any students with outstanding term/show 
fees are not allowed to take part in performances and tuition may be withheld. If there are special circumstances, such as 
sickness or redundancy, we ask that you contact us in confidence to discuss. We would never wish to disadvantage any child 
but we also have costs to meet. 



 

 

   Sign-up Form 
 

ACT Theatre, 16 Greengarth, Carlisle, Cumbria, CA2 4PW 
      Tel: 07582 022 047  Email: info@acttheatre.co.uk 

 
Please complete this form and return it to the ACT postal address above. Thank you. 

 
Childs Name: 
 

D.O.B: 

  
 

Address:  
 
 
 
 
Postcode: 
Home phone no:  

 
 

Email: 
 

 
 

Emergency Contact Details 
 

Name: 
 
Home Phone no: 
 
Mobile: 
 

 
Any allergies; medication; or special needs you would like us to be aware of: 
 
 
 
 
 

 
I give permission for my child to be included in school photos, videos and other publicity materials to be 
taken during school activities and understand that these may be included in school publicity.     
 Yes        No        (Please tick) 
 

 
How did you hear about ACT? 
 

 
By signing this form I give permission for the above details to be held on file by ACT Youth Theatre for use in 
emergencies and to receive information about ACT classes and events. 

 
 

Signed ………………………………………………….. (Parent/Guardian)          Date ……………………………… 


